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Background 

A while back, I started looking at ways to teach children about money and 

saving. I became very interested in multi-compartment banks – the most 

common have a section for money you’ll spend, another for money you’re 

saving, and a third for money you’re giving to charity. 

In learning about this sort of bank, I discovered that a lot of them are 

promoted by religious groups – tithing money to the church is a very common 

theme for the use of the “charity” section of the bank. 

I got to wondering how a Pagan family might adjust the idea. After some 

thinking, I decided that a 4 compartment element themed bank was theway 

to go: 

 Earth: prosperity - money to put aside for investing, in a way that it can 

grow, like a plant grows from a seed 

 Air: thought - money to save for something bigger, something we've 

thought about wanting and worked towards 

 Fire: passion - money to spend on things right away, the money that's 

"burning a hole in your pocket" 

 Water: compassion - money to give to charity or to give to help people 

Of course, there’s not really anything like this out there, so I made one – this 

tutorial has quite a number of photos detailing the whole process. 
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Materials 

 Box (papier mache or thin wood, round or square, or some other material of 

your choice) 

 Red, blue, yellow, and green paint. I used acrylic craft paint 

 Paint brush and other painting supplies of your choice 

 Small piece of cardstock 

 Sharp knife 

 Ruler 

 Pencil 

 Permanent marker 

 Clear spray paint or other spray fixative 

Process 

First, you need a box. I chose a set of nested papier mache round boxes so I could 

do another bank later or try again if things didn’t go as planned. 
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I took a ruler and the lid and divided the lid into 4 parts: 

 

Then I put the lid back on and extended those lines onto the sides of the box. 
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For the inside divider, I took card stock, and cut a piece to fit fairly snugly across 

the inside: 

 

I cut a second piece, and then cut a slit in the middle of each piece so they’d fit 

together like this: 
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Which then fits right in the box like this: 

 

Next comes the slots for the money to go in. Draw a line in the middle of each 

section of the lid: 
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I cut my slots with a box cutter style razor blade. I don’t recommend it. Go get a 

good xacto knife or something like that.  Check as you’re cutting – I wanted a 

folded up dollar bill to fit in each slot. You can’t just cut one slice through – you’ll 

need to make it wide, so cut a tiny rectangle. Cut from the inside of the lid so you 

don’t crush the lid. 

 

Next comes the paint. Any craft paint will work. If you’re using papier mache 

boxes, you’ll want to plan for at least two coats of paint, because it will soak up 

the paint. Make sure to paint inside the slots, around the edges of the lid and box, 

and onto the bottom of the box: 
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Paint in the same order as the elements - yellow, green, blue, red going clockwise 

around the circle. Leave plenty of time to dry between coats and between colors. 
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Then take your marker and write the element and the meaning of that section of 

the bank: 

 

 

Finally, spray the lid and box separately with a coat or two of clear spray paint or 

other protective coating. 

Resources: 

http://www.ourlittleacorn.com/2012/01/pagan-kids-and-money.html 

http://www.ourlittleacorn.com/2012/11/a-piggy-bank-for-pagan-kids.html 
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